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Introduction
Hijinx Theatre and Wales Millennium Centre are proud to be working together to bring you the Unity Festival, in partnership with Disability Arts Cymru, Community Music Wales, Touch Trust Ltd and Mencap Cymru.

Unity brings together inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts with a programme of high quality professional pieces in the Weston Studio at Wales Millennium Centre alongside free workshops, debates and performances. The festival celebrates arts and entertainment created by all to be enjoyed by all.

2009 was the second year of Unity, with the festival taking place from June 15th – June 21st. Although most events took place at Wales Millennium Centre, the finale to the week took place at Cardiff Students Union with a Stay Up Late gig headlined by Brighton punk band Heavy Load.
Unity Festival Aims
This report will assess the success of the festival in accordance with its’ original aims:
· To provide arts entertainment.
· To provide opportunities to participate in the arts.
· To display the depth of inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts across all 
art forms.
· To raise awareness and profile of inclusive arts alongside learning disability arts and 
disability arts.
· To promote good practice in the field of inclusive arts, learning disability arts and 
disability arts.
· To bring inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts to new audiences.
· To promote the WMC as an accessible, welcoming venue for disabled audiences and 
artists.
· To create a truly unique festival in one of Wales’s premier venues.
This report will use figures and quotations gathered from evaluation and feedback forms; ticket sales and audience figures for free performances compiled by Wales Millennium Centre; comments from all debriefs.

Comparisons will also be made between last year’s figures and this year’s to assess growth.

Providing arts entertainment 

Over the week there were 6 ticketed performances in the Weston Studio, plus 2 separate film screenings showing over 20 short films. There were 15 free performances in the Glanfa and 20 free workshop sessions given by the companies taking part in the week. There was also an art exhibition, a post show talk, a debate, a rehearsed reading and the Stay Up Late gig at Cardiff University which featured three live bands.

This represents a massive increase in all areas of provision on last year’s festival with over double the amount of free performances and free workshops on offer.
Of feedback gathered 83% rated the performance they had seen as Excellent, 16% as Very Good and 1% as Good.

Providing opportunities to participate in the arts

The 14 free workshops were enjoyed by a total of 300 participants; this is an impressive increase of 44 participants on last years’ figures. Approximately 50% of participants had a disability or a learning disability, reflecting the truly inclusive nature of the week. 
Some comments from participants on the workshops included:

“I have had a wonderful experience by taking part”  Stop Gap workshop participant.
“We felt inspired”  Theatr Ffynnon Elemental Workshop participant.
Of feedback gathered 89% rated their workshop as Excellent and 11% as Very Good.
Although these figures and comments are good, the larger picture is even better as Unity Festival encourages further participation in the arts by providing a platform for community projects to perform at the Wales Millennium Centre.  This leads to a huge increase in participation activity, in the weeks preceding the festival, culminating in free performances in the Glanfa at the WMC.
For this year’s festival 86 participants took part in 8 different projects which culminated in a performance as part of Unity Festival. 
Some examples of these were:

· Separate Ways – a collaboration between Odyssey Theatre members, Rubicon Dance 
and members of the BBC National Orchestra of Wales culminating in a special one off 
performance on the launch day.
· At the Moulin Rouge – Disability Arts Cymru’s Unusual Stage School created a 
spectacular site specific performance for the final day of the festival at the Wales 
Millennium Centre.
· Dizzyland and Pedestrian Police– Spanish companies Clownfish and Clownbaret were 
invited by Hijinx Theatre to work with a group of 15 people with and without learning 
disabilities, towards creating these 2 pieces for the festival. The group met for three 
days preceding the festival and performed both pieces twice during the week of Unity 
Festival.
Displaying the depth of inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts across all art forms
During the 2009 Unity Festival there were a total of 25 live performances both free and ticketed. This is over double the amount of performances in Unity 2008. Not only has the number of performances increased but also the diversity on display – this years’ programme included drama, dance, music (funk, punk and emo!), puppetry, stand up comedy, clowning, film, forum theatre and an art exhibition – truly reflecting the variety of work being done in all the fields of inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts.

Performances and workshops were provided by and contributed towards by a total of 21 different organisations and groups from Wales, England and Spain. These included About Face Theatre Company (Leominster), Stop Gap Dance (Farnham), Tan Dance (Port Talbot), Clownfish (Barcelona) and Clownbaret (Tenerife) alongside local organisations such as Hijinx Theatre, Unusual Stage School and Touch Trust.  This represents a huge growth on last year’s festival which had contributions from 8 organisations. This is also the first year that the festival has included an international element.
For the second year running, Disability Arts Cymru worked closely with Hijinx Theatre in organising the festival and in bringing the Oska Bright Film Festival to Unity Festival.  This pioneering organisation; the first film festival run by and for adults with learning disabilities and winners of the 2008 National Lottery Award for Best Arts Project; showed a series of short films that had never been screened in Wales before.

As a result of these developing relationships, Hijinx Theatre and Disability Arts Cymru  recently joined forces to work with a group of adults with learning disabilities to create their own film to enter into the 2009 Film Festival. The film, called Desperate Dai, has been selected to appear in the 2009 Oska Bright Film Festival in November and could even win an award!  This is the first film from Wales to be included in the Film Festival. 
This is also a clear demonstration of how Unity Festival can provide opportunities for companies and organisations to come together, be inspired and develop links. 
Raising awareness and profile of inclusive arts alongside learning disability arts and disability arts.

i
Audience figures
During the week a total of 2178 audience members enjoyed both free and ticketed performances, film screenings and the Stay Up Late gig, alongside the 305 participants that took part in workshops.  This figure shows an increase of over 500 on last years audience figures.
ii
Inclusive arts profile
It is fair to say that at present inclusive arts is not as clearly defined a field as learning disability arts and disability arts, therefore Unity Festival aims to showcase inclusive arts as an art form alongside these two already established forms. Of the 21 organisations and groups performing at this year’s festival 3 defined their work as learning disability arts, 3 as disability arts and 9 as inclusive arts. The 6 remaining organisations did not fall under any of these definitions but were working in collaboration with companies on inclusive arts projects. This resulted in a total of 16 inclusive arts performances, showing the strength of the art form alongside its more established related fields of learning disability arts and disability arts.
iii
Press profile
Unity 2009 attracted press coverage from BBC Radio Wales, the Metro, The South Wales Echo, The Western Mail, BBC South East Website, Learning Disability Wales Llais Newsletter, Mailout Magazine, Mencap’s Pulse Magazine, Disability Arts Cymru’s What’s On Bulletin and many other on line resources. There was also a live broadcast from the festival for S4C’s Wedi Saith. All this coverage adds to the profile and is growing year on year.
Promoting good practice in the field of inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts.

All professional organisations leading projects and providing performances and workshops had a long standing history of producing high quality work in inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts. All companies providing performances also led workshops to share their working practice with the wider public.

Some comments from participants on the workshops included:

“I have learned a lot of information from groups and companies, which I can take back with me”  Stop Gap Dance workshop participant
“A lot of new ideas.”  Hijinx Inclusive Theatre workshop participant
“It was great to see workshops & events led by people with a learning disability.  A powerful & positive message.”  Hijinx Drama Taster Workshop Participant
Graduates of Hijinx Theatre’s OCN course for Workshop Assistants. Students received their certificates during the week and ran their own workshops for members of the public.
Alongside workshops there were talks and debates during the week which helped to promote good practice. These included: 

· A debate on Training and Casting Learning Disabled Actors, led by Hijinx Theatre which 
included a video link up with Tim Wheeler, the Artistic Director of Mind the Gap Theatre 
Company, a leading organisation in this field.
· A work in progress reading of Kaite O’Reilly’s new piece ‘D’ Monologues which 
encouraged feedback from the audience.
· An after show talk by the Director, Musical Director, Writer and cast of Hijinx Theatre’s 
Chasing Rainbows show.
Bringing inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts to new audiences

Over a million people pass through the Wales Millennium Centre every year, making it the ideal venue to introduce people to inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts.  Many of these people may have previously had no awareness of these art forms. This is especially true of the 15 free performances which took place in the public areas of the centre.  When asked if they were happy with performing in the Glanfa, a representative of Tan Dance commented:
“Yes, the fact that members of the public who may not have usually seen us perform were able to stop and observe when just passing through.”
Unity Festival is extremely important in giving companies the opportunity to connect with new audiences. From our feedback forms we know that although 84% knew about Unity Festival before they attended, 16% of people who completed forms did not, but simply caught a performance as they were passing through. When you compare this with the 89% rating of Excellent for performances it shows the strength of the work on display – in being rated highly not only by audiences familiar with the work but also by those who were not. This can only help in creating new audiences for inclusive arts, learning disability arts and disability arts
Promoting the WMC as an accessible, welcoming venue for disabled audiences and artists
Hijinx Theatre’s Unity Festival attracts an extremely diverse audience to the Wales Millennium Centre, and for many of these people, this will be their first visit. It is well documented that the accessibility of a venue for disabled audiences is not just about its bricks, mortar and design, but also about its staff. This is true for audiences attending Wales Millennium Centre, but in Unity’s case accessibility is also extremely important for many of the performers and participants.
Here are some comments from organisations taking part in Unity Festival 2009, when asked to evaluate their contact with WMC front of house staff:

“All were very friendly, welcoming and helpful”  Oska Bright Film Festival
“Very happy”  Tan Dance
“Their conduct was professional and I sensed that I could rely on their help whenever it was needed”  Clownfish
“The people that I met were very helpful”  Laurence Clark
In all we didn’t receive one negative comment about WMC front of house staff.

Hijinx Theatre ran an information stand, which was manned by a team of 9 volunteers and staff and which was the first port of call for all festival goers wanting to find out what was on.  It also provided additional support for the performing companies and encouraged audience members to fill out evaluation forms. This team became the “face” of the festival as they were always visible in their Unity T-shirts.
Some comments from visiting companies on the treatment they received from Hijinx Theatre’s Unity volunteers and staff included:

“I would hand out 10 out of 10 for all”  Clownfish
“Very helpful and good fun”  Tan Dance
“As usual Hijinx staff were very helpful, supportive, friendly and enthusiastic”  Oska Bright Film Festival
The hard work of all staff and volunteers during Unity Festival in presenting a welcome to both audiences and artists during the week is helping to build Wales Millennium Centre’s reputation, within the disabled community, as an accessible venue.
Creating a truly unique festival in one of Wales’s premier venues

It is still the case that there are no festivals in the UK which specifically offer inclusive arts alongside learning disability arts and disability arts – therefore Unity Festival is unique in bringing these three strands together.
Hijinx Theatre’s partnership with Wales Millennium Centre means Unity Festival offers the unique opportunity for these often isolated art forms to perform in a prestigious and iconic venue instead of within their own respective communities as so often happens.  This succeeds in raising the profile and awareness of the work to a much wider public.  

Unity Festival is a unique opportunity for like minded companies and people to come together over one week, to share, to experience and to appreciate the work that is being done. There is something very powerful and exciting in finding out that you are not alone in your field. The festival provides an ideal meeting ground where opportunities for networking, sharing of ideas and possible future collaboration can really happen.  Certainly an improvement in this year’s festival, was identified as a definite creative “buzz” in the building – a creative energy flowing amongst artists, organisations, participants and audiences.  

Some comments from participating organisations when asked why there is a need for the Unity Festival:
There aren’t enough platforms for learning disabled people to showcase their talent and skills so the Unity festival is a welcome event.”  Tan Dance
I believe there is a need to platform the work of learning disabled people in Wales so that audiences can be inspired to have a go and reach their own creative potential. The Festival programmed a diverse and exciting body of work.  Oska Bright Film Festival
So how many festivals can you name that raise awareness not for people that have learning difficulties, but for the fact that we shouldn’t even see it as a hindrance? And you ask, is there a need?  Clownfish
I think anything that celebrates and promotes the inclusive arts movement has to be encouraged. The aims of Unity certainly fit what we’re trying to do so yes I think there certainly is a need.  Heavy Load
The Future
Of feedback gathered 65% of the public rated the festival as Excellent and 35% as Very good
There can be no dispute that, over the last two years, the Unity Festival has been very successful in introducing a whole range of inclusive and disability arts to the general public and in creating opportunities for performance, participation, celebration and discussion.  This unique festival, created by Hijinx Theatre with the full support of the Wales Millennium Centre needs to become an annual event at this prestigious venue.

Both Unity 2008 and Unity 2009 have been created on a shoestring, thanks in no small part to the generosity of all organisations taking part and especially to those involved in the planning of the festival as well as to the sponsorship that we found. If the festival is to survive and develop there is a need for investment which is currently not present.

Hijinx Theatre and Wales Millennium Centre alongside the organising committee of Disability Arts Cymru, Community Music Wales and Touch Trust are dedicated to putting on Unity 2010. We are ambitious and have proven the need for such a festival and have already started discussions about possible collaborations and projects to culminate in the week of the next festival.

What do we want?
· We want to see growth.
· we want to build our links with arts companies nationally and internationally.
· we want everyone to know about and care about inclusive arts, learning disability arts 

and disability arts.
· we want Unity Festival to become an exciting part of the cultural calendar in Cardiff, 
Wales and beyond. 
What do we have?

· We have the most prestigious venue.
· we have the commitment and desire.
· we have the ability to pull together as organisations to produce the festival.

· we have the reputation and ambition.

· we have the wonderful world of talent waiting for this opportunity.
What do we need?

· We need to be able to attract exciting, quality professional work. 
· We need money.
· We need investment.
Ben Pettitt-Wade 

Outreach Officer and Unity Festival Co-ordinator 
	Unity Participation and Audience Figures 2009
	 
	 
	 
	13/07/2009
	 
	 
	 

	WKS date:
	Event
	Sessions
	Participants
	No. with disability
	No of performers
	No with disability
	Audience figs.

	13-Jun
	Clownfish workshops
	6
	15
	6
	 
	 
	 

	15-Jun
	Touch Trust - A celebration
	 
	20
	8
	15
	10
	100

	15-Jun
	Separate ways
	 
	 
	 
	28
	9
	70

	15-Jun
	Launch event
	 
	50
	10
	26
	9
	100

	15-Jun
	StopGap
	 
	 
	 
	6
	3
	70

	16-Jun
	StopGap workshop
	1
	15
	10
	 
	 
	 

	16-Jun
	Oska Bright Workshop
	1
	25
	15
	 
	 
	 

	16-Jun
	Community Music Wales
	1
	22
	15
	 
	 
	30

	16-Jun
	Oska Bright screening 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	40

	16-Jun
	Oska Bright screening 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	40

	16-Jun
	Hijinx taster workshop
	1
	7
	5
	 
	 
	 

	16-Jun
	Hijinx and CPF
	 
	 
	 
	9
	5
	30

	16-Jun
	DAC Peeling
	 
	 
	 
	4
	4
	125

	17-Jun
	Hijinx workshop
	1
	5
	3
	 
	 
	 

	17-Jun
	Touch Trust workshop
	1
	10
	7
	 
	 
	30

	17-Jun
	Hijinx Drama taster
	1
	17
	10
	 
	 
	 

	17-Jun
	Debate - casting
	1
	30
	6
	 
	 
	 

	17-Jun
	cabaret hour
	 
	 
	 
	26
	9
	60

	17-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	120

	18-Jun
	Community Music Wales
	1
	25
	20
	 
	 
	80

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Drama taster
	1
	15
	10
	 
	 
	 

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Presentation
	1
	26
	10
	 
	 
	45

	18-Jun
	Kaite O'Reilly
	 
	 
	 
	5
	5
	60

	18-Jun
	Touch Trust - Sam Suatt
	 
	 
	 
	2
	1
	70

	18-Jun
	Take This
	 
	 
	 
	10
	7
	70

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	170

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	157

	18-Jun
	Freakstone
	 
	 
	 
	5
	2
	90

	19-Jun
	DAC workshop
	1
	7
	7
	 
	 
	 

	19-Jun
	Touch Trust workshop
	1
	10
	8
	 
	 
	50

	19-Jun
	About Face
	 
	 
	 
	3
	2
	140

	19-Jun
	About Face workshop
	1
	6
	3
	 
	 
	 

	19-Jun
	DAC
	 
	 
	 
	10
	10
	80

	19-Jun
	Laurence Clark
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	51

	21-Jun
	Smashing Diamonds
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	100

	21-Jun
	FLP
	 
	 
	 
	12
	6
	100

	21-Jun
	Heavy Load
	 
	 
	 
	5
	3
	100

	 
	TOTAL
	20
	305
	153
	183
	86
	2178

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weston Studio Attendance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-Jun
	StopGap
	 
	 
	 
	6
	3
	70

	16-Jun
	Oska Bright screening 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	40

	16-Jun
	Oska Bright screening 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	40

	16-Jun
	DAC Peeling
	 
	 
	 
	4
	4
	125

	17-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	120

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	170

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Chasing rainbows
	 
	 
	 
	4
	0
	157

	19-Jun
	Laurence Clark
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	51

	 
	TOTAL
	0
	0
	0
	23
	8
	773

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Free Performance Attendance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-Jun
	Touch Trust - A celebration
	 
	20
	8
	15
	10
	100

	15-Jun
	Separate ways
	 
	 
	 
	28
	9
	70

	15-Jun
	Launch event
	 
	50
	10
	26
	9
	100

	16-Jun
	Community Music Wales
	1
	22
	15
	 
	 
	30

	16-Jun
	Hijinx and CPF
	 
	 
	 
	9
	5
	30

	17-Jun
	cabaret hour
	 
	 
	 
	26
	9
	60

	18-Jun
	Community Music Wales
	1
	30
	25
	 
	 
	80

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Presentation
	1
	26
	10
	 
	 
	45

	18-Jun
	Kaite O'Reilly
	 
	 
	 
	5
	5
	60

	18-Jun
	Touch Trust - Sam Suatt
	 
	 
	 
	2
	1
	70

	18-Jun
	Take This
	 
	 
	 
	10
	7
	70

	18-Jun
	Freakstone
	 
	 
	 
	5
	2
	90

	19-Jun
	About Face
	 
	 
	 
	3
	2
	140

	19-Jun
	DAC
	 
	 
	 
	10
	10
	80

	 
	TOTAL
	3
	148
	68
	139
	69
	1025

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stay Up Late Gig Attendance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21-Jun
	Heavy Load
	 
	 
	 
	5
	3
	100

	21-Jun
	Funky Love Posse
	 
	 
	 
	12
	7
	100

	21-Jun
	Smashing Diamonds
	 
	 
	 
	5
	0
	100

	 
	TOTAL
	0
	0
	0
	22
	10
	300


	Unity Participation and Audience Figures 2008
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Date: 03/09/08
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WKS date:
	Event
	Sessions
	Participants
	No. with disability
	Audience figs.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	16-Jun
	Launch Event
	na
	na
	na
	60

	16-Jun
	Touch Trust Merman King
	1
	70
	40
	60

	17-Jun
	Oska Bright Film Fest 1st
	na
	na
	na
	29

	17-Jun
	Oska Bright Film Fest 2nd
	na
	na
	na
	48

	17-Jun
	Oska Bright Film Fest 3rd
	na
	na
	na
	33

	17-Jun
	Oska Bright Film Fest 4th
	na
	na
	na
	54

	17-Jun
	Touch Trust Performance
	na
	na
	na
	85

	17-Jun
	Mencap Workshop
	1
	8
	0
	na

	17-Jun
	Theatr Ffynnon Performance
	na
	na
	na
	49

	18-Jun
	Oska Bright Workshop
	1
	7
	3
	na

	18-Jun
	Touch Trust Workshop
	2
	59
	36
	200

	18-Jun
	Theatr Ffynnon Workshop
	1
	20
	13
	na

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Workshop
	1
	20
	14
	na

	18-Jun
	inc.Theatre performance
	na
	na
	na
	55

	18-Jun
	Hijinx Performance
	na
	na
	na
	205

	19-Jun
	inc.Theatre Workshop
	1
	30
	24
	na

	19-Jun
	Trinity Care Club Performance
	na
	na
	na
	25

	19-Jun
	Circles Network talk
	1
	30
	15
	na

	19-Jun
	Hijinx Performance
	na
	na
	na
	207

	19-Jun
	Chickenshed workshop
	1
	12
	10
	na

	19-Jun
	Odyssey Pod Performance
	na
	na
	na
	57

	19-Jun
	Chickenshed excert
	na
	na
	na
	80

	19-Jun
	Hijinx Performance
	na
	na
	na
	160

	20-Jun
	Procession workshops
	2
	10
	12
	na

	20-Jun
	Procession Performance
	na
	na
	na
	60

	20-Jun
	Ceredigion People First Perf
	na
	na
	na
	35

	20-Jun
	Chickenshed Performance
	na
	na
	na
	147

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	TOTAL
	12
	266
	167
	1649
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